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On Nov. 21, Amnesty International released a report titled, "Peru: Human Rights in a Climate of
Terror." According to Amnesty, despite President Alberto Fujimori's promises to respect human
rights, public security forces are responsible for the forced disappearance of over 250 persons since
July 1990. The report said the government has failed to carry out serious investigations of human
rights abuses perpetrated by soldiers and police officers, much less prosecution of responsible
parties. Amnesty also denounced abuses committed by the Tupac Amaru Revolutionary Movement
(MRTA) and Sendero Luminoso (Shining Path) guerrilla organizations. In response, the Peruvian
Foreign Ministry issued a statement rejecting the report's criticisms aimed at the government.
Analysis of abuses committed by the rebel groups appearing in the report was described as
"positive." The ministry communique asserted that the government is not responsible for thousands
of murders in national territory placed under state of emergency status since the beginning of
the guerrilla war in 1980. In addition, the government denies a generalized "taking up of arms"
throughout the country as stated in the Amnesty report. Finally, the ministry statement rejected
Amnesty's claim that rebel groups control vast areas of Peruvian territory. On Nov. 24, Javier
Zuniga, Amnesty International director for Latin America, acknowledged the inaccuracy of a nationwide "taking up of arms" as stated in the Spanish translation of the report on Peru. He attributed
the confusion on this point to a translation problem. Next, Zuniga said Amnesty did not claim
terrorist groups have "permanent control" over large portions of Peruvian territory. After defending
criticisms appearing in the report, Zuniga said the Peruvian government is attempting to manipulate
the international human rights community to its own advantage. In a communique released Dec.
1, Amnesty International reiterated criticism of the human rights situation under the Fujimori
administration, as well as the government's lack of support for Peruvian human rights monitor
and activist organizations. The communique said forced disappearances and massacres by soldiers
continue in areas under military control. (Sources: Spanish news service EFE, 11/21/91; Associated
Press, 11/29/91; Agence France-Presse, 11/19/91, 11/21/91, 11/22/91, 11/24/91, 12/01/91)
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